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Al Shazli Mosque
in Makha City

p The shrine and mosque of Al Shazli are
historical and archaeological landmarks in
Makha City, located 94 km to the west to
the city of Taiz. Makha City used to be a
famous seaport on the Red Sea long time ago,
and played important historical roles before
and after the advent of Islam. The place is a
treasure trove of historical and archaeological
sites, including this shrine which is one of
the most famous Sufi shrines in the Arabian
Peninsula. It is said that the shrine was built by
Sheikh Abu Al Hassan Ali bin Omar Al Sufi
Al Shazli who was known for his numerous
miracles and virtues. In addition, this sheikh is
also the founder of the Shazlia Sufi Order, an
order known for its moderation and numerous
followers, both within and outside Yemen. He
died in 1418 A.D. and was buried in Makha
City. His shrine has been a tourist attraction
ever since.

p These days, the mosque consists of the
prayer place with the mihrab in the middle.
It is covered with nine domes with the shape
of globular triangles. From inside, the prayer
place is decorated with plant and geometric
inscriptions with a protuberant engraving
style. Verses from the Koran were originally
written on the walls circularly, but few of
these verses survive. Later, many annexes were
added to the mosque and the minaret was
placed towards the northeastern corner of
the mosque while the dome of the shrine of
Sheikh Shazli was placed in the southern part.
This dome is square in shape and rests upon
four corner posts. The dome, together with
Sheikh Shazli’s tomb, contains several other
tombs. Just a stone’s throw from this shrine, is
the dome of Sheikh Sediq who was one of the
students of Sheikh Shazli. He is one of the old
saints with shrines in several cities, and even
has the district of Sediqia in Hudeida named
after him.



